Pancreatic cancer survivor, Richard Moline

.m 3

Rolfe Foundation’s Grant Impact in 2026

Rolfe Pancreatic Cancer Foundation’s mission is to provide personal support to those
affected by pancreatic cancer through tailored resources, connections and education,
and funding for early detection research.

Research Grants Funded

Pancreatic Cancer Metastases Prevention Through Precision Medicine-Based
Immune Modulation

This research explores how precision medicine and immune modulation can help
prevent pancreatic cancer from spreading. By targeting the biological mechanisms
behind metastasis, the team aims to identify new therapeutic approaches that improve
long-term patient outcomes.

Principal Investigator: Nikki K. Lytle, PhD, Medical College of Wisconsin

Advancing Pancreatic Cancer Metabolism Research

This grant continues Rolfe Foundation's support of Dr. Alex Muir's innovative research,
building on previously funded work to better understand pancreatic cancer metabolism
and identify new treatment opportunities.

Principal Investigator: Alex Muir, MD, University of Chicago Medicine

Advancing Personalized Radiation Therapy

This research investigates how mitochondrial DNA influences the effectiveness of radiation
therapy in pancreatic cancer. By identifying genetic factors that affect both tumor and
immune cell responses, Dr. Lawrence's tfeam hopes to pave the way for more
personalized treatments and improved patient outcomes.

Principal Investigator: Yaacov Lawrence, MD, Sheba Medical Center



Characterizing Precancer Across the Human Lifespan

Researchers are mapping how pancreatic precancer develops and changes over fime to
better understand the earliest stages of disease and identify new opportunities for early
detection.

Principal Investigator: Ashley Kiemen, PhD, Johns Hopkins University

Understanding Pancreatic Precancer Heterogeneity

This project investigates the biological differences among pancreatic precancerous
lesions to better predict which are most likely to progress into cancer.

Principal Investigator: Laura D. Wood, MD, PhD, Johns Hopkins University

Improving Early Detection with Tumor Marker Testing

Researchers are evaluating a tumor marker gene test designed to detect pancreatic
cancer earlier, when treatment has the greatest potential for success.

Principal Investigator: Michael Goggins, MB, MD, Johns Hopkins University

Personalizing Radiation Therapy

This study explores whether ATM genetic alterations can help predict which pancreatic
cancer patients are most likely to respond to radiation therapy, supporting more
personalized treatment decisions.

Principal Investigator: Nicholas Roberts, Vet.M.B., PhD, Johns Hopkins University

Support Programs Funded

Kellogg Cancer Center Patient Support Program

Funding supports comprehensive patient support services that provide education,
navigation, and resources to individuals and families facing pancreatic cancer.

Cancer Wellness Center

Offering vital counseling, support groups, wellness activities, and outreach to patients
and families affected by pancreatic cancer.
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